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Jamey Richards appeals his conviction for attempted stealing following a jury 

trial.  Richards contends that the trial court erred in failing to include the legal definition 

of the word "deprive" in the verdict director for attempted stealing, as that legal definition 

is an essential element to be found by the jury in the verdict director for the completed 

offense of stealing without consent. 

 

REVERSED AND REMANDED. 

 

Division Four holds: 
 

(1) MAI-CR 3d 304.06, Notes on Use 4 requires a mandatory definition that 

appears in a verdict directing form for the object crime, whether set out separately or 

incorporated as an essential element, to be included in the verdict directing form for 

attempt to commit the object crime.  Thus, the legal definition of "deprive" must be 

included in the verdict director for attempted stealing. 

 

(2) The trial court's failure to include the legal definition of "deprive" in the 

verdict director, which would have required the jury to find the facts necessary to 

constitute the essential substantial step element, was prejudicial error. 
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